
9

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993 / Jan. 22

are entitled to know that. If you go back to
my statement, I acknowledged that there were
errors in the evaluation process, for which I
take full responsibility. What happened was this.
She voluntarily disclosed that; it was not in any
way picked up in the vetting. It was, as you
know, we were trying to make a Christmas dead-
line, which was probably my error again, on
this.

So just before she was announced, but after
I had discussed the appointment with her, I
was told that this matter had come up. Nobody
said anything to me about the taxes. And what
I was told was what you heard, in a very cursory
way, was that an error had been made in the
hiring of an illegal alien; that it had been made
after consulting a lawyer who was an expert
in this area, so basically they had acted on coun-
sel’s advice, but they were wrong; that they
moved immediately to try to correct it, and the
status had been corrected in terms of the legal-
ity of the person; and that the vettor’s conclu-
sion was there would be no problem.

I have to tell you that during the course of
these inquiries, I received other weightier warn-
ings, if you will, of things which had to be
worked through with other potential nominees.
In retrospect, what I should have done is to
basically delay the whole thing for a couple of
days and look into it in greater depth.

But I take full responsibility for that. This
process is in no way a reflection on her. We
would not have known any of this had she not
disclosed it to us and to the United States Sen-
ate subsequently. So I will say again what I
said this morning: I’m sorry about this. I still
think she is an extraordinary person and a very
able person who will have a rich and successful
career, and I take full responsibility for what
happened in the review process.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:22 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Memorandum on Fetal Tissue Transplantation Research
January 22, 1993

Memorandum for the Secretary of Health and
Human Services

Subject: Federal Funding of Fetal Tissue
Transplantation Research

On March 22, 1988, the Assistant Secretary
for Health of Health and Human Services
(‘‘HHS’’) imposed a temporary moratorium on
Federal funding of research involving transplan-
tation of fetal tissue from induced abortions.
Contrary to the recommendations of a National
Institutes of Health advisory panel, on Novem-
ber 2, 1989, the Secretary of Health and Human
Services extended the moratorium indefinitely.

This moratorium has significantly hampered the
development of possible treatments for individ-
uals afflicted with serious diseases and disorders,
such as Parkinson’s disease, Alzheimer’s disease,
diabetes, and leukemia. Accordingly, I hereby
direct that you immediately lift the moratorium.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
publish this memorandum in the Federal Reg-
ister.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
1:17 p.m., February 3, 1993]
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